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THE SACRAMENT 

of the  

Holy Priesthood 



SALVATION 

1 Thessalonians 5:9-10 

“For God did not appoint us 

to wrath, but to obtain 

salvation through our Lord 

Jesus Christ…” 

 



I. What does the 

 Word Sacrament Mean ? 
• Sacramentum (Latin)  

– to make holy 

 

• Mysterion (Greek) 

– incomprehensible  

– unknowable 

– secret 

 



II. What is a Sacrament ? 

1. An invisible grace of the Holy Spirit 

that is received through a visible sign 

(audible act, physical material) 

  

1. The work of the Holy Spirit in us 

through the Sacraments, connecting 

us to God and giving us His gifts, and 

blessings which lead us to Salvation!!!  

   



What are the  

Seven Sacraments? 

1. Baptism 

2. Chrismation  

3. Reconciliation 

4. Eucharist 

5. Matrimony  

6. Priesthood 

7. Unction of the Sick   
 

   



 Visible Sign & Invisible Grace? 

 Sacrament 
1. Physical 

Material 
2. Invisible Grace  

Baptism Water Receive rebirth & new nature 

Chrismation Oil of Myron Receive the Holy Spirit 

Reconciliation Verbal Absolution Forgiveness of sins 

Eucharist 
Bread and Wine 

Liturgical Prayers 

True Body & Blood of the Lord 

Union with the Lord 

Forgiveness of Sins 

Eternal Life 

Unction of 

sick 
Oil 

Receive physical and spiritual 

healing 

Holy 

Matrimony 

Bride and Groom 

Liturgical Prayers 

The Holy Spirit comes upon 

them & unites the couple. 

Holy 

Priesthood  

The Man 

Laying on of the 

Hands 

Gains the grace for 

administering Sacraments and 

authority to preside over 

Church matters. 



Redemptive Vs. Non-Redemptive 

Sacraments 

• Redemptive Sacraments (necessary for salvation)  

– 1- Baptism John 3:3-5, Acts 8:35 -38, Romans 6:3-5, Mark 16:16 

– 2- Chrismation Acts 8:14-17, Acts 19:1-6, John 2:20,27 

– 3- Reconciliation Luke 13:3, Matthew 3:2      

– 4- Eucharist John 6:53-58 

• Non-Redemptive Sacraments 

– 5. Matrimony  

– 6. Priesthood 

– 7. Holy Unction of the Sick   

 



Priesthood: What is it? 

• “It is a holy sacrament through which the 

bishop lays his hands on the head of the 

elected candidate, so that the Holy Spirit 

will descend on him and grant him one of 

the priestly ranks. He is then given the 

authority to officiate the Sacraments of the 

church and to teach others the doctrines of 

the Church. ” Bishop Mettaous 



Sacraments 

• 1. All Sacraments are 

instituted by Christ 

Himself !!! 



Institution & Establishment 

• “Assuredly, I say to you, whatever you bind 

on earth will be bound in heaven, and 

whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 

heaven” (Matthew 18:18) 

• “If you forgive the sins of any, they are 

forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, 

they are retained” (John 20:23).  

• “Go therefore and make disciples of all the 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all things that I 

have commanded you” (Matthew 28:19) 

 



Responsibilities and Titles 

• Steward  

• Ambassador 

• Angel 

• Shepherd  

• Father 

 

• Teacher 

• Guide 

• Ruler  

• Priest 

• Servant 

 

 



RANKS OF THE PRIESTHOOD 

• Bishop (Shepherds/Overseers/Teachers) 
– Patriarch (Pope) 

– Metropolitan 

– Bishop 

– Chorie-Episcopos (assistant Bishop) 

• Priest (Ministers/Teachers) 
– Hegumen 

– Priest 

• Deacon (Servants) 
– Archdeacon 

– Deacon 

– Subdeacon 

 



What do the Fathers say? 

• “The Priesthood is 

performed on earth 

but it possesses the 

order of heavenly 

things.” 
– St. John Chrysostom 



St. John Chrysostom on the Priesthood 

• “He who honors the priest, will 

honor God also; and he who has 

learned to despise the priest, will 

in process of time insult God. 

For when a man is piously 

disposed towards the priest, he 

is much more so towards God. 

And even if the priest is wicked, 

God seeing that you respect him, 

though unworthy of honor, 

through reverence to Him, will 

Himself reward you.”  



• “Do you know what the 

priest is? He is an angel 

of the Lord. If you 

despise him, you 

despise not him, but 

God who ordained him.” 

–  -St. John Chrysostom. Sermon II 

on 2 Tim I 

 



• “The Priesthood is full of 

awe…since Christ did not 

even say to the angels 

“Whatsoever you bind on 

earth…” for those who 

rule over the earth have 

the power to bind, but 

only men’s bodies.  Yet 

the authority to bind 

what we speak of touches 

the souls and transcends 

the heavens.” 

– St. John Chrysostom 



• “Are they his own words 

that he speaks? If you 

despise him, you do not 

despise him, but God 

who ordained him. If God 

does not work through 

him, then there is no 

Baptism, nor Communion 

in the Mysteries, nor 

blessings; you are no 

longer Christians…”         
- St. John Chrysostom 

 



Minister of the Sacraments 

– Baptism:  Matt. 28:19,20 

– Chrismation  

– Communion: Luke 22:14-20  

– Confession:   Matt.18:18  

– Unction:  James 5:13; Mark 6:12-13 

– Holy Matrimony 

– Holy Priesthood 



• “Reverence 

him, because 

every day he 

ministers to 

you, prays for 

you, and offers 

supplications 

for you…” 

– St. John 

Chrysostom 



Practical approaches 

• The Priest is your guide 

and is there to help you-

don’t be discouraged to 

seek him out. 

• Practice the sacraments 

once baptized 

• Keep your relationship 

with him and take 

advantage of the blessings 

you can gain from him. 



FYI 

• Usually a priest is ordained after the 

age of 30 (Christ was 30 when began 

ministry). 

  

• A priest should also be the husband of 

one woman, and if she departs, he 

should not remarry, because he is a 

father to all.  

 



How does one become a Priest? 

• “No one takes this honour upon himself, 
this honour is granted and given by God, 
just as He granted the honour to Aaron. 
Likewise, Christ did not glorify Himself to 
become high priest, but the Father said to 
Him, ‘You are My Son.  Today I have 
begotten You.’ And also, ‘You are a 
priest forever,  according to the order 
of Melchizedek’” (Hebrews 5:4-6).  



A Divine Calling and Selection  

– “Then He appointed twelve that they might be with 
Him and that He might send them out to preach, 
and to have power to heal sicknesses, and to cast 
out demons”  (Mark 3:13-15)  

 

– “Now it came to pass in those days that Jesus went 
up to the mountain to pray and continued all night 
in prayer to God, and when it was day, He called His 
disciples to Him and from them He chose twelve 
whom He also named apostles” (Luke 6:12,13) 

 

–  “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and 
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, 
and that your fruit should remain” (John 15:16)  



Attributes:  
• They should be holy, blameless, husbands          of 

one wife, sober-minded, reverent, humble, sound 

in faith and love, gentle, patient with all, 

considerate, just, of good behavior, self-controlled, 

modest and simple, hospitable to strangers, 

merciful with the poor and needy, capable of 

teaching and explaining the word of God, not given 

to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, not 

argumentative, not envious, a source of comfort 

and joy for the people, and experienced in the 

spiritual life and service. Moreover, they should 

rule over their own houses well because the house 

is a small church, and their households should 

live in the fear of God, fulfilling the Biblical 

commandments and   church teachings.  

 



• The Orthodox Church only ordains males to the orders 

of the Priesthood. Our Lord Jesus chose males to be 

priests in the Old Testament, and appointed males to 

the service of the priesthood of the New Covenant. The 

Church follows His example in ordaining males to the 

orders of the Priesthood. Also, the priest is a symbol of 

our Lord Jesus, because he is an intercessor and an 

ambassador, who reconciles his children to God, just as 

our Lord Jesus was the intercessor, and reconciled us 

to God the Father. Our Lord Jesus is even referred to as 

the Great High Priest. Therefore, the Church appoints 

males to the service of the Priesthood, because the 

 priest is a symbol of our Lord Jesus, the           

 Great High Priest.  

•   



FYI… 

• Judaism 
– Called him ‘Kohen,’ meaning priest. 

– offered sacrifices and oblations 

• Coptic  
– word “ov3b” from “e0ovab” meaning 

saintly, holy, or righteous.   

• Greek 
–  or “ereis,” which means “minister” of 

the sacraments 




